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CLAIMS 

(Currently Amended) A ltd for a utility box comprising: 

a re pression molded solid member oomprconion molded from 
of plastic material and having spaced apart upper and lower sides and 
an outer edge, 

said outer edge extends around said member next lo said lower 
side and which faces outward of said member, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which is contiguous 
with said outer edge at least on two opposite sides of said outer edge, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses having outer edges at said 
lower surface which are spaced from said outer edge of said member 
sucli that said lower surface surrounds said outer edges of said 
recesses, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said recesses comprises a surface which extends from 
its said outer edges into said member, 

the area of said lower surface being greater than the total area 
surrounded by said outer edges of said recesses?,, 

^id member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
n load of at least 8.000 pounds applied to the uppe r side when the 
lower side is supported bv means p laced around a perimeter of said 
member. 
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2. (Original) The lid of claim 1, wherein: 

said lower surface is a generally planar surface, 

said upper side is a generally planar upper surface, 

a plurality of spaced apart wedges formed on said outer edge of 

said member which extend outward of said outer edge at said upper 

surface and taper toward said lower surface. 

3 . (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 1 , wherein: 

said outer edges of each of said recesses comprise two spaced 
apart elongated outer edges and two spaced apart shorter outer edges, 

said elongated edges of said recesses are generally parallel with 
each other, 

said member has a given dimension along which said elongated 
edges of said recesses extend, 

the lengths of said elongated edges of said recesses arc greater 
than one half of said given dimension of said member. 

4. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 3, wherein: 

said outer edge of said member is rectangular in shape and 

comprises a first pair of spaced apart edges and a second pair of 

spaced apart edges with said first pair of edges being transverse to 

said second pair of edges, 

said elongated edges of said recesses are generally parallel with 

said first pair of edges of said member. 
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(Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a co mpression molded s olid member compres s i on molded from 
ofplastic material and having spaced apart upper and lower sides and 
an outer edge, 

said outer edge extends around said member next to said lower 
side and which faces outward of said member, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which is contiguous 
with said outer edge at least on two opposite sides of said outer edge, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses having outer edges at said 
lower surface which are spaced from said outer edge of said member 
such that said lower surface surrounds said outer edges of said 
recesses, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said recesses comprises a surface which extends from 
its said outer edges into said member, 

said outer edges of each of said recesses comprise two spaced 
apart elongated outer edges and two spaced apart shorter outer edges, 

said elongated edges of said recesses are generally parallel with 
each other, 

said member has a given dimension along which said elongated 
edges of said recesses extend, 

the lengths of said elongated edges of said recesses are greater 
than one half of said given dimension of said member, 
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said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 

6. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 5, wherein: 

said outer edge of said member is rectangular in shape and 
comprises a first pair of spaced apart edges and a second pair of 
spaced apart edges with said first pair of edges being transverse to 

said second pair of edges, 

said elongated edges of said recesses are generally parallel with 

said first pair of edges of said member. 

7. (Original) The lid of claim 5, wherein: 

said lower surface is a generally planar surface, 

said upper side is a generally planar upper surface, 

a plurality of spaced apart wedges formed on said outer edge of 

said member which extend outward of said outer edge at said upper 

surface and taper toward said lower surface. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 1 , wherein: 

said lower surface is generally a planar surface. 
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10-11 (Cancelled) 

1 2. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 5, wherein: 

the area of said lower surface is greater than the total area 
surrounded by said outer edges of said recesses. 



1 3 . (Previously Added) The lid of claim 5, wherein: 

said lower surface is a generally planar surface. 

14. (Cancelled) 



1 5. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 1 , wherein: 

one of said plurality of recesses comprises two spaced apart 
elongated edges and two spaced apart shorter outer edges, 

a second of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other each of which is greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter outer edges of said one recess. 

1 6. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 1 , wherein: 

said plurality of recesses comprises at least three recesses, 

said outer edges of each of two of said plurality of recesses 

comprise two spaced apart elongated outer edges and two spaced apart 

shorter outer edges, 
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one of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other which are greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter outer edges of either of said two recesses. 

J 7. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 1 5, wherein: 

said member of said lid is a solid member molded solely from a 

plastic material, 

said upper side comprises an upper surface, 

an upper recess formed in said upper surface of said lid at least 
partially in alignment with said second recess. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, compri sing: 

a nnm pression molded solid member compression moldod from 
oT plastic material and having spaced apart upper and lower sides and 
an outer edge, 

said outer edge comprising a first pair of spaced apart outer 
edges which face in opposite directions from each other outward from 
said member and a second pair of spaced apart outer edges which face 
in opposite direction from each other outward from said member, 

said first pair of outer edges being transverse to said second pair 

of opposite edges, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which extends to 
and is contiguous with said first and second pairs of outer edges, 
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a plurality of spaced apart recesses formed in said lower surface 
and spaced from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said 
upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

one of said recesses comprising two spaced apart elongated 
edges and two spaced apart shorter edges, 

said lower surface having a given dimension along which said 
elongated edges extend, 

the lengths of said elongated edges of said one recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimension of said surface, 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 

1 9. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 1 8, wherein: 

a second of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other each of which is greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter edges of said one recess. 

20. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 1 8, wherein: 

said one recess comprises two generally flat surfaces extending 
along said two elongated edges respectively and which join each other 
along a line such that said two surfaces and a plane extending across 
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said recess at said lower surface defines a triangle as seen in cross- 
sections transverse to said elongated edges with said line located 
between sai d upper and lower surfaces. 

2 1 . (Previously Added) The lid of claim 20, wherein: 

a second of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other each of which is greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter edges of said one recess. 

22. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 21 , wherein: 

said line has opposite ends, 

said one recess comprises two triangular shaped surfaces 
extending from said shorter edges to said opposite ends of said line 
respectively such that, said two triangular shaped surfaces extend 
away from each other from said opposite ends of said line to said 
shorter edges respectively. 

23 . (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 



said outer edge comprising a first pair of spaced apart outer 
edges which face in opposite directions from each other outward from 
said member and a second pair of spaced apart outer edges which face 




in opposite direction from each other outward from said member, 
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said first pair of outer edges being transverse to said second pair 
of opposite edges, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which extends to 
and is contiguous with said first and second pairs of outer edges, 

first and second spaced apart recesses, generally parallel to each 
other, formed in said lower surface and spaced from said outer edge of 
said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said first and second recesses comprising two spaced 
apart elongated edges and two spaced apart shorter edges with two 
generally flat surfaces extending along said two elongated edges 
respectively and which join each other along a line such that said two 
surfaces and a plane extending across said recess at said lower surface 
define a triangle as seen in cross- sections transverse to said elongated 
edges with said line located between said upper and lower surfaces, 

the dimensions of said lower surface between said first and 
second spaced apart recesses being greater than the dimensions of said 
shorter edges of either of said first and second recesses^ 

said member of said lid has the strength suf fic ient to withstand 
a load of at least 8.000 pounds applied to the upper side when th e 
lower side is supported bv means placed around a perimete r of said 
member . 
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24. (Currently Amended) The ltd of claim 23, comprising: 

a third recess formed in said lower surface spaced from said 
first and second recesses and from said outer edge of said lower 
surface and having dimensions in two directions transverse to each 
other each of which is greater than the dimensions of said shorter 
edges of either of said first and second recesses. 

25. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a com pression molded s olid member eefRfwessien molded 
colc ly fr om o f_n single type of plastic material and having spaced 
apart upper and lower sides and an outer edge, 

said outer edge comprising a first pair of spaced apart outer 
edges which face in opposite directions from each other outward from 
said member and a second pair of spaced apart outer edges which face 
in opposite direction from each other outward from said member, 

said first pair of outer edges being transverse to said second pair 

of opposite edges, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which extends to 
and is contiguous with said first and second pairs of outer edges, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses formed in said lower surface 
and spaced from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said 
upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 
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one of said recesses comprising two spaced apart olongated 
edges and two spaced apart shorter edges, 

a second of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other each of which is greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter edges of said one recess, 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 

26. (Currently Amended) A ltd for a utility box, comprising: 



apart upper and lower sides and an outer edge, 

said outer edge extends around said member next to said lower 
side and which faces outward of said member, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which is contiguous 
with said outer edge at least on two opposite sides of said outer edge, 

at least one recess formed in said lower surface and spaced 
from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said one recess being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

said one recess comprising two spaced apart elongated edges 
and two spaced apart shorter edges with two generally flat surfaces 
extending along said two elongated edges respectively and which join 




a co mpression molded solid member com pression molded 
from of a single type of plastic material and having spaced 
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each other along a line such that said two surfaces and a plane 
extending across said recess at said lower surface define a triangle as 
seen in cross-sections transverse to said elongated edges with said line 
located between said upper and lower surfaces, 

said lower side having a given dimension along which said 
elongated edges of said recess extend, 

the lengths of each of said elongated edges are equal to a 
substantial portion of the length of said given dimension* 

said member of said lid has the strength suffi cient to withstand 
gt load of at least 8.000 pounds applied to the upp er side when the 
lower side is supported bv means placed aroun d a perimeter of said 
member. 

27, (Previously Added) The lid of claim 26, wherein: 

said line has opposite ends, 

said recess comprises two triangular shaped surfaces extending 
from said shorter edges to said opposite ends of said line respectively 
such that said two triangular shaped surfaces extend away from each 
other from said opposite ends of said line to said shorter edges 
respectively. 

28. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 26, wherein: 

the lengths of each of said elongated edges of said recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimensions. 
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29. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 27, wherein: 

the lengths of each of said elongated edges of said recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimensions. 

30. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 26, comprising: 

a second recess formed in said lower surface and spaced from 
said outer edge of said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said second recess has dimensions in two directions transverse 
to each other which are greater than the dimensions of said shorter 
edges of said one recess. 

31. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid member ea mprcssion moldod 
solely from-of a single type of plastic material and having spaced 
apart upper and lower sides and an outer edge, 

said outer edge comprising a first pair of spaced apart outer 
edges which face in opposite directions from each other outward from 
said member and a second pair of spaced apart outer edges which face 
in opposite direction from each other outward from said member, 

said first pair of outer edges being transverse to said second pair 
of opposite edges, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface which extends to 
and is contiguous with said first and second pairs of outer edges, 
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first and second spaced apart recesses, generally parallel to each 
other, formed in said lower surface and spaced from said outer edge of 
said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said first and second recesses comprising two spaced 
apart elongated edges and two spaced apart shorter edges with two 
generally flat surfaces extending along said two elongated edges 
respectively and which join each other along a line such that said two 
surfaces and a plane extending across said recess at said lower surface 
define a triangle as seen in cross-sections transverse to said elongated 
edges with said line located between said upper and lower surfaces^ 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load oF at least 8.000 pounds annlied to the upper side when the 
lower side is supported bv means placed around a perime ter of said 
member. 

32. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 3 1 , wherein: 
each of said lines has opposite ends, 

each of said recesses comprises two triangular shaped surfaces 
extending from its said shorter edges to said opposite ends of its said 
line respectively such that said two triangular shaped surfaces extend 
away from each other from said opposite ends of said line to said 
shorter edges respectively. 
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33 . (Previously Added) The lid of claim 3 1 , wherein: 

the lengths of each of said elongated edges of said recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimension. 

34. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 32, wherein: 

the lengths of each of said elongated edges of said recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimension. 

35 . (Previously Added) The lid of claim 3 1 , comprising: 

a second recess formed in said lower surface and spaced from 
said outer edge of said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said second recess has dimensions in two directions transverse 
to each other which are greater than the dimensions of said shorter 
edges of said recesses. 

36. (Cancelled) 

3 7. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 1 , wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 
plastic material. 

3 8. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 36, wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 
plastic material. 
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39. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 5, wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 
plastic material. 

40. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 1 8, wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 

plastic material. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) The lid of claim 23 , wherein: 

said plastic material has a density range of .93S-.942 . 

43. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 41 , wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 
plastic material. 

44. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 25, wherein: 

said plastic material has a density range of ,938-.942. 

45-46 (Cancelled) 

47. (Previously Amended) The lid of claim 45, wherein: 

said member of said lid is molded solely from a single type of 
plastic material. 
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48-57 (Cancelled) 

58. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box comprising: 

a compression molded solid m ember compression mold e d -from 

pf_a plastic material os a single la y er of material and having spaced 

apart upper and lower sides and an outer edge, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses having outer edges at said 

lower surface which are spaced from said outer edge of said member 

such that said lower surface surrounds said outer edges of said 

recesses, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said recesses comprises a surface which extends from 
its said outer edges into said member, 

the area of said lower surface being greater than the total area 
surrounded by said outer edges of said recesses^ 

said member of said lid has the stre ngth sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8.000 pounds applied, to the upper side when the 
lower side is supported by means placed around a perimeter of said 
member. 
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59. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid_m embcr compression molded from 

ofa plastic material as a ainglo lo y&^^mateykrf-and having spaced 

apart upper and lower sides and an outer edge, 
said lower side comprising a lower surface, 
a plurality of spaced apart recesses having outer edges at said 

lower surface which are spaced from said outer edge of said member 

such that said lower surface surrounds said outer edges of said 

recesses, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said recesses comprises a surface which extends from 
its said outer edges into said member, 

said outer edges of each of said recesses comprise two spaced 
apart elongated outer edges and two spaced apart shorter outer edges, 

said elongated edges of said recesses are generally parallel with 
each other, 

said member has a given dimension along which said elongated 
edges of said recesses extend, 

the lengths of said elongated edges of said recesses are greater 
than one half of said given dimension of said member, 

said member of said ltd has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 
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60. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a c ompression molded solid m ember eomproDSion m okted4f6ffl 

of_a plastic material m. a ti n gle layer of m ntori ftl -and having spaced 

apart upper and lower sides, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer 

edge, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses formed in said lower surface 
and spaced from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said 
upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

one of said recesses comprising two spaced apart elongated 
edges and two spaced apart shorter edges, 

said lower surface having a given dimension along which said 
elongated edges extend, 

the lengths of said elongated edges of said one recess are 
greater than one half of said given dimension of said surface, 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 
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6 1 . (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a com pression molded solid member compression molded from 
of a plastic material a s - a single layer of mat e rial -and having spaced 
apart upper and lower sides, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer 

edgo, 

first and second spaced apart recesses, generally parallel to each 
other, formed in said lower surface and spaced from said outer edge of 
said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said first and second recesses comprising two spaced 
apart elongated edges and two spaced apart shorter edges with two 
generally flat surfaces extending along said two elongated edges 
respectively and which join each other along a line such that said two 
surfaces and a plane extending across said recess at said lower surface 
define a triangle as seen in cross-sections transverse to said elongated 
edges with said line located between said upper and lower surfaces, 

the dimensions of said lower surface between said first and 
second spaced apart recesses being greater than the dimensions of said 
shorter edges of either of said first and second recessesr, 

said member of said lid has the stre nuth sufficient to withstand 
a load o r at least ft.OQO pounds applied to the upper side when the 
lower side is supported bv means p laced around a perimeter of said 
member. 
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62. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid member oomprousion m ol ded from 

of a plastic material as a single layer of material and having spaced 

apart upper and lower sides, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer 

edge, 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses formed in said lower surface 
and spaced from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said 
upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

one of said recesses comprising two spaced apart elongated 
edges and two spaced apart shorter edges, 

a second of said plurality of recesses has dimensions in two 
directions transverse to each other each of which is greater than the 
dimensions of said shorter edges of said one recess, 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to said upper side when said 
lower side is supported by means placed around a the perimeter of 
said member. 

63 . (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 
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a compression molded solid m ember comprcaoion molded tf&m 
oLa plastic material u s q oinglo loyor of materte l-and having spaced 
apart upper and lower sides, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer 

edge, 

at least one recess formed in said lower surface and spaced 
from said outer edge of said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said one recess being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

said one recess comprising two spaced apart elongated edges 
and two spaced apart shorter edges with two generally flat surfaces 
extending along said two elongated edges respectively and which join 
each other along a line such that said two surfaces and a plane 
extending across said recess at said lower surface define a triangle as 
seen in cross-sections transverse to said elongated edges with said line 
located between said upper and lower surfacesr^ 

said member of said lid has the strength suf ficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8.000 pounds appli ed to the upper side when tlio 
lower side is supported bv means placed around a perimeter of s aid 



64. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 63, wherein: 

said lower side has a dimension along which said elongated 
edges extend, 



member. 
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the lengths of each of said elongated edges are equal to a 
substantial portion of tho lengths of said given dimension. 

65 . (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a im pression molded solid m ember compression moldc d-frem 
of a plastic material ^ a single layer of m ntnrial-and having spaced 
apart upper and lower sides, 

said lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer 

edge, 

first and second spaced apart recesses, generally parallel to each 
other, formed in said lower surface and spaced from said outer edge of 
said lower surface and from said upper side, 

said recesses being formed during the molding process to 
enhance curing of the material and hence the quality of the lid, 

each of said first and second recesses comprising two spaced 
apart elongated edges and two spaced apart shorter edges with two 
generally flat surfaces extending along said two elongated edges 
respectively and which join each other along a line such that said two 
surfaces and a plane extending across said recess at said lower surface 
define a triangle as seen in cross-sections transverse to said elongated 
edges with said line located between said upper and lower surfaces^ 

said member nf said lid has the streng th sufficient to withstand 
gjnad nf at least 8,000 pounds applied lo the upper side whcn_the 
lower side is su p ported bv means place d around a perimeter of said 
member. 
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66. (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid member compressi on mold ed-frem* 
of plastic material having upper and lower sides and an outer edge; 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses located in the lower side, the 
recesses having a depth which is the distance the recesses extend 
toward the other side; 

the member having a thickness between the upper and lower 

side; 

the depth of the recesses being no greater than two-thirds of the 
member thickness; 

the member of the lid having the strength sufficient lo 
withstand a load of at least 8000 pounds applied to the upper side 
when the lower side is supported by means placed around ajhe 
perimeter of the member. 

67. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 66 wherein the member thickness 
is at least one and one-half inches. 

68. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 66 wherein the recesses are first 
recesses, the lid further comprising at least one remote reading 
equipment recess located in the lower side. 

69 . (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprisi ng: 
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.a compression molded solid member compr e ssion met<de4-frem 
ofplaslic material having upper arid lower sides and an outer edge; 

the lower side comprising a lower surface that is contiguous 
with portions of the outer edge; 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses located in the lower side, the 
recesses having a depth which is the distance the recesses extend 
toward the upper side; 

at least some of the recesses being spaced apart from each other 
a distance that is greater than the depth of the respective recesses; 

the member of the lid having the strength sufficient to 
withstand a load of at least 8000 pounds applied to the upper side 
when the lower side is supported by a means placed around a 
perimeter of the member. 

70. (Previously Added) The lid of claim 69 wherein the member thickness 
is at least one and one-half inches. 

7 1 , (Currently Amended) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid member Gomprcasion molded -frem 
otplastic material having upper and lower sides and an outer edge; 

the lower side comprising a lower surface that is contiguous 
with portions of the outer edge; 

a plurality of spaced apart recesses located in the lower side, the 
recesses having a depth which is the distance the recesses extend 
toward the upper side; 

26 



PAGE 27/31 * RCVD AT 4129(2004 9:45:56 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):07-34 



APR-29-2004 THU 08:51 AM 



FAX NO. 



P. 28 



the member having a thickness between the upper and lower 
sides of at least one and a half inches; 

the member of the lid having the strength sufficient to 
withstand a load of at least 8000 pounds applied to the upper side 
j when the lower side is supported by means placed around ajhe 

perimeter of the member. 

72. (New) A lid for a utility box, comprising: 

a compression molded solid member of plastic material having 
spaced apart upper and lower sides, 

the lower side comprising a lower surface having an outer edge, 

at least one recess formed in the lower surface and spaced from 
the outer edge of the lower surface and from the upper side, 

the one recess formed during the molded process to enhance 
curing of the plastic material and hence the quality of the lid, 

said member of said lid has the strength sufficient to withstand 
a load of at least 8,000 pounds applied to the upper side when the 
lower side is supported by means placed around a perimeter of said 
member. 

73. (New) The lid of claim 72 wherein the member thickness is at least 
one and one half inches. 

74. (New) The lid of claim 72 wherein the recess is a remote reading 
equipment recess. 
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75. (New) The lid of claim 72 wherein the member of the lid has the 
strength sufficient to withstand a load of at least 9,000 pounds applied 
to the upper side when the lower side is supported by means placed 
around the perimeter of the member. 
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